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further coronation or election. Charles, however, not
wishing to bar the claims of any son that he might still
have, hesitated to get the ceremony performed upon his
son-in-law, and the result was that when he died, the
electors chose another man instead of Francis of Lor-
raine.
England and France had each for many years been
ruled by a single minister. Sir Robert Walpole had
been Prime Minister of England for eighteen Englandand
years, and Cardinal Fleury had for almost as France.
long a period governed France in the name of Louis XV.
Both ministers were distinguished for their pacific policy,
yet each was before the close of his career forced into
what he believed to be an unjust or impolitic war. In
each case the love of power proved stronger than political
principles, and the latter were sacrificed that the former
might be retained.
The war between England and Spain arose out of
the commercial relations of the two countries. English
trade with the Spanish colonies was restricted ^ar between
by treaties within very narrow limits, but Englandand
,.	,	,         Spain.
smuggling went  on  to  such  an extent that
almost all the commerce of Spanish America was  in
English  hands.    Frequent  collisions- naturally  ensued
between  the  English  traders  and the  Spanish  coast-
guards, who claimed to exercise a right of search over
English  vessels, and public  opinion  in  England  was
inflamed by reports of atrocities perpetrated on English
sailors.     The  stories  were   for   the   most  part gross
exaggerations, but they were implicitly believed, and
produced a marvellous effect.    So great was the popular
ferment, and so artfully was it stimulated by .November4,-
the opposition leaders, that Walpole, against *739-
his better judgment, was driven to declare war.
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